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1 entering into SPP, specifically, a third 

2 interconnection with the other Railbelt 

3 utilities, a third interconnection with 

4 Chugach Electric in the southwest corner of 

5 our system where for the last -- since Lhe 

6 early 20005 where there's been significant 

7 load growth in our system, I'll just call the 

8 J&L towers area. 

9 So having another rigid 

10 connection to generation in the southwest 

11 portion of ML&P's service territory was 

12 fortuitous because number one, the more 

13 handshakes you have with your various 

14 utilities, arguably the better reliabiliLY 

15 the grid is as a whole, so that's a good 

16 thing. 

17 But, two, we can now pump or push 

18 power from SPP into a high load growth area 

19 of our service territory. And I believe, 

20 although it's oot my specific area of 

21 expertise, I believe it has allowed for the 

22 deferment of capital upgrades to ML&P 

23 transmission lines and pushed those way out 

24 the road because of this new connection to 

25 SPP. 
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