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STATE RECEIVES $7.5 MILLION FOR RURAL INTERNET ACCESS
RCA to Administar Grant Program for Communities Lecking Basle Service

In an effort to extend |Mtemet service to areas of high unamployment in the state, 1he State of
Alaska will distribate $7.5 million ingrants ta rural communities nat currently online, Gov, Tohy
Krowlas annaunced today. The Ragulatory Commission of Alaska desighed and will administer
the program that is funded by the US. Department of Agriculiura's Community Faclities Grant
program,

"The Internet has rulckly become an essantial lodl for people seeking information abaout job
availakility, work skills, and education and that s why improved online access 38 so important fer
rural Alasks," Krowles said. "This program, aaministeraed by ihe stake and funded by the facsral
governmanl is targated st bringing basic online services o ven the remotest communities in
Alazka "

Accotding be tha State Department of Labor and the Denali Commission. same B8 communities
in Alaska lack local Intemet servica. Mozl of these cammunities are not accessible by reed,
have fewer than 250 residents, ard have unamployment rates of 20 percent ¢r more. The Rural
Alzgka Imtarnet Access Grant Frogram was designed by the Regulatery Commission of Alaska
MRCAY and funded by tha LS. Department of Agricutiure community facilties grant.

'"There's a huge digital divida in ura) Alasks that ¢an only be addressed ¥ state, fedaral and
local gowernments, 8% well as the privets seclar and the telecommy nleatlons indusing work
together,” said Lt. Gowemor Fran Ulmer, chair of the state's Telacommunications |nformatien
ounsl. "Thanks to the RCA, mars rural communitiss will ba able to build the infrastructire we
in urban Alaska take for grantad.”

“The RCA will review applications and award grants to programs serving quelified communities
to achieve the goa! of sustainable Internel servica," said RCA chalr Man Thompsan. "The
applivante’ plans fer cantinuation of the program sfter the grant funds are expended will ba
crurial. The goal is to provids seed money to programs that will be able to continue without
govemment support. Sen. Ted Stevans' suppert for the devalopraant of 3 reliable, modern
cammunications infrastruciura throughout Alaska was instrumental to the RCA obtaining this
grant award,”

The RCA and its parant agency, the Depaniment of Community and Econaemnic Developmert,
will advaice the pregrarm and bedin ta seck grant applications naxt month.



